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MEDIA SUMMARY 

The 8th Australasian Soil-borne Diseases Symposium (8ASDS) was held in Hobart 10-13th November 2014. 
This is one of the premier meetings for scientists working with soil-borne disease, soil microbial ecology and 
plant-microbe interactions in Australasia. The conference attracted 85 scientists and other attendees from 
seven countries with research students networking strongly encouraged. The scientific programme 
encompassed topics including pesticides and soil amendments, integrated pest management, plant-
pathogen interactions, biological control and disease suppression, resistance, pathogen ecology and 
epidemiology, and diagnostics and risk management. 
 
Two international specialists in vegetable soil-borne disease R,D&E (Dr Alison Lees, The James Hutton 
Institute, UK; and Dr Krishna Subbarao, University of California, Davis, USA) were supported to attend the 
conference. They presented keynote addresses and participated in an industry workshop in NW Tasmania 
following the conference where they presented to an industry audience. 
 
The ASDS8 meeting provided an important opportunity for scientists to share their latest results and 
thoughts, network and develop collaborations that will aid in the development of more efficient and 
effective R,D&E in the future. The industry workshop enabled industry to learn from the experiences of our 
international specialists in a non-academic setting providing time for questions and informal discussions. 
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TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

The 8th Australasian Soil-borne Diseases Symposium (8ASDS) was held in Hobart 10-13th November 2014. 
This is one of the premier meetings for scientists working with soil-borne disease, soil microbial ecology and 
plant-microbe interactions in Australasia. The conference was opened by Tasmanian Liberal MP for Lyons, 
Mark Shelton and attracted 85 scientists and other attendees. This included participants from Australia, 
New Zealand, USA, UK, the Netherlands, Brazil, Tunisia, and Malaysia. A good contingent of research 
students were in attendance with opportunities for networking encouraged. The scientific programme 
encompassed topics including pesticides and soil amendments, integrated pest management, plant-
pathogen interactions, biological control and disease suppression, resistance, pathogen ecology and 
epidemiology, and diagnostics and risk management. 
 
The HIA grant was primarily used to bring two international specialists in vegetable soil-borne disease 
R,D&E to the conference. They presented keynote addresses at the conference and participated in an 
industry workshop in NW Tasmania (at the Forthside Vegetable Research Farm) following the conference 
where they presented to an industry audience. 
 
The invited speakers were: 
Dr Alison Lees (The James Hutton Institute, UK) - a specialists in molecular detection of soil-borne 

pathogens and development of markers for host resistance selection, who discussed the successes 
and failures of real-time PCR diagnostic assays as both a research tool and as a predictive tool for 
soil-borne diseases of potato 

Dr Krishna Subbarao (University of California, Davis, USA) - specialist in ecology, epidemiology and 
integrated control of fungal diseases of vegetables, who discussed how consumer demand (human 
activities) can alter soil borne diseases, as illustrated with ongoing studies on Sclerotinia sclerotiorum 
and Verticillium dahliae. 

 
The ASDS8 meeting provided an important opportunity for scientists to share their latest results and 
thoughts, network and develop collaborations that will aid in the development of more efficient and 
effective R,D&E in the future.  
The industry workshop enabled industry to learn from the experiences of our international specialists in a 
non-academic setting providing time for questions and informal discussions. 
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ASDS8 CONFERENCE AND ASSOCIATED INDUSTRY WORKSHOP 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 
The 8th Australasian Soil-borne Diseases Symposium (8ASDS) was held in Hobart 10-13th November 2014. 
This is one of the premier meetings for scientists working with soil-borne disease, soil microbial ecology and 
plant-microbe interactions in Australasia. The conference attracted 85 scientists and other attendees. This 
included participants from Australia, New Zealand, USA, UK, the Netherlands, Brazil, Tunisia, and Malaysia. 
A good contingent of research students were in attendance with opportunities for networking encouraged. 
 
The HIA project had the following aims: 
 

1. Assist in facilitating running of the ASDS8 conference. 
2. Provide resources to invite two keynote speakers (experts in vegetable pathology) from the UK and 

the USA to the meetings. 
3. Support an industry session where keynote speakers will present to an industry audience. 
4. Support a prize for the best student presentation. 

 
The HIA grant was used to bring two international specialists in vegetable soil-borne disease R, D & E to the 
conference. They presented keynote addresses at the conference and participated in an industry workshop 
in NW Tasmania (at the Forthside Vegetable Research Farm) following the conference where they 
presented to an industry audience. 
 
The invited speakers were: 
Dr Alison Lees (The James Hutton Institute, UK) - a specialists in molecular detection of soil-borne 

pathogens and development of markers for host resistance selection. 
Dr Krishna Subbarao (University of California, Davis, USA) - specialist in ecology, epidemiology and 

integrated control of fungal diseases of vegetables. 
 
The ASDS8 meeting provided an important opportunity for scientists to share their latest results and 
thoughts, network and develop collaborations that will aid in the development of more efficient and 
effective R, D&E in the future.  

Quality student presentations were delivered throughout the conference. Natalia Cripps-Guazzone (Lincoln, 
University, New Zealand) was awarded a prize of $200 for best student presentation. 

 

Immediately following the conference an industry workshop was held which enabled vegetable industry 
members to learn from the experiences of our international specialists in a non-academic setting providing 
time for questions and informal discussions. 
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ASDS8 CONFERENCE 
 

The ASDS8 meeting provided an important opportunity for scientists to share their latest results and 
thoughts, network and develop collaborations that will aid in the development of more efficient and 
effective R, D&E in the future (Fig 1.).  

The HIA grant was used to bring two international specialists in vegetable soil-borne disease R, D & E to the 
conference. They presented keynote addresses at the conference and participated in an industry workshop 
in NW Tasmania (at the Forthside Vegetable Research Farm) following the conference where they 
presented to an industry audience. 

The invited speakers were: 

Dr Alison Lees (The James Hutton Institute, UK) - a specialists in molecular detection of soil-borne 
pathogens and development of markers for host resistance selection. 

Dr Krishna Subbarao (University of California, Davis, USA) - specialist in ecology, epidemiology and 
integrated control of fungal diseases of vegetables. 

 

Student prize: 

Quality student presentations were delivered throughout the conference. Natalia Cripps-Guazzone (Lincoln, 
University, New Zealand) was awarded a prize of $200 for best student presentation. 

 

 

 

Table 1: the ASDS8 conference program with presentation titles and authors 

 

SESSION 1 - PESTICIDES AND SOIL AMENDMENTS 
 
EVALUATION OF COMPOST TEAS FROM MATURED AGRICULTURAL WASTE, VERMICOMPOST AND SOLID 
MUNICIPAL WASTE COMPOSTS TO SUPPRESS BACTERIAL WILT OF POTATO 
W.K. Mengesha, S. Powell, K. Evans and K.M. Barry 
 
TARGETED APPLICATION IMPROVES EFFICACY OF IN-CROP FUNGICIDES AGAINST CROWN ROT IN WHEAT 
S. Simpfendorfer, F. Fensbo and R. Shapland 
 
CRITICAL PHOSPHOROUS ACID LEVELS TO MANAGE PHYTOPHTHORA ROOT ROT OF AVOCADO 
D.J. Armour and E.K. Dann 
 
RHIZOCTONIA CONTROL IMPROVED BY LIQUID BANDING OF FUNGICIDES 
P. Bogacki, J. Desbiolles, R. Correll, D. Hüberli, W, MacLeod and A. McKay 
 
NEMATOSTATIC NATURAL PRODUCTS FROM UNNATURAL SOURCES 
A.G.W. Murray, M. R. Rocha, C.B. Soll, T.L. Rocha and M.F. Grossi de Sa 
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SESSION 2 - INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT 
 
KEYNOTE: HUMAN ACTIVITIES AND SOILBORNE DISEASES: CONTEMPORARY EXPLORATIONS 
K.V. Subbarao 
 
THE CUP IS HALF FULL: SUCCESSFUL MANAGEMENT OF ROOT-LESION NEMATODES IN THE RAINFED 
SUBTROPICAL WHEAT REGION OF AUSTRALIA 
K.J. Owen, T.G. Clewett and J.P. Thompson 
 
COMPARISON OF CHEMICAL, BIOLOGICAL, AND CULTURAL TOOLS TO MANAGE SCLEROTINIA DROP OF 
LETTUCE 
M.E. Matheron and M. Porchas 
 
PHYTOPHTHORA CINNAMOMI IN MACADAMIA: ITS IMPACT AND STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABLE 
MANAGEMENT 
O.A. Akinsanmi 
 
SESSION 3 - PLANT/PATHOGEN INTERACTIONS 
 
INVESTIGATING SOILBORNE NECTRIACEOUS FUNGI ASSOCIATED WITH BLACK ROOT ROT IN AVOCADO 
L.E. Parkinson, A.R. McTaggart, R.G. Shivas, and E. K. Dann 
 
INFECTION AND COLONISATION OF POTATO PLANTS BY COLLETOTRICHUM COCCODES IN AUSTRALIA 
J. Chang, R.F. de Boer. P.W. Crous and P.W.J. Taylor 
 
POTATO ROOT EXUDATES STIMULATE ZOOSPORE RELEASE OF SPONGOSPORA SUBTERRANEA 
M. Balendres, D. Nichols, R. Tegg and C. Wilson 
 
STRIGOLACTONES, A NEW HORMONE GROUP WITH ROLES IN PLANT-MICROBE INTERACTIONS 
S.N. Blake, K.M. Barry, B.Reid and E. Foo 
 
FUSARIUM PSEUDOGRAMINEARUM CROWN ROT: GROWTH PATTERNS IN PLANTA 
N.L. Knight and M.W. Sutherland 
 
POSTER SESSION 1 
 
SOMATIC CELL SELECTION AS A TOOL FOR DEVELOPING RESISTANCE AGAINST SOIL-BORNE POTATO 
PATHOGEN, SPONGOSPORA SUBTERRANEA 
M. Balendres, R. Tegg and C. Wilson 
 
EFFECT OF CROWN INFECTION BY STAGONOSPOROPSIS TANACETI ON GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF PYRETHRUM 
M.A.H.B. Bhuiyan and P.W.J. Taylor 
 
CALCULATING HEAT HOURS FOR MAXIMUM PRODUCTION OF EGGS FOR 3 SPECIES OF MELOIDOGYNE 
J.A. Cobon, W. O’Neill and T. Shuey 
 
PRATYLENCHUS PENETRANS, A DEVASTATING PEST IN WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BROADACRE CROPS 
S.J. Collins, C.J. Wilkinson, H.F. Hunter, L. DeBrincat and S.J. Kelly 
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RESISTANCE OF FIELD PEAS TO PRATYLENCHUS THORNEI 
J.P. Fanning, P. R. Kennedy, B.J. Gogel and G.J. Hollaway 
 
A NATIONAL APPROACH TO THE MANAGEMENT OF ROOT LESION NEMATODES IN AUSTRALIAN FIELD 
CROPS 
G. Hollaway, S. Collins, A. McKay, K. Owen, S. Simpfendorfer and S. Taylor 
 
IT’S A MYSTERY: WHY IS THERE DISEASE PRESENT IN CEREAL ROOTS IN THE ABSENCE OF PATHOGEN DNA IN 
THE SOIL? 
D. Hüberli, S. Collins, M. Connor, W. MacLeod, R. Correll, and A. McKay 
 
NEW ROLES FOR THE PLANT HORMONES STRIGOLACTONES, GIBBERELLINS AND AUXIN INFORMATION OF 
BENEFICIAL SYMBIOSIS WITH ARBUSCULAR MYCORRHIZAL FUNGI 
C.J. Hugill, L.J. Quittenden, J.J. Ross, J.B. Reid and E. Foo 
 
A QUALITATIVE PCR FOR DETECTION OF ASCOSPORIC INOCULUM OF SCLEROTINIA SCLEROTIORUM 
S.J. Jones, S. Pilkington, D.H. Gent, F.S. Hay and S.J. Pethybridge 
 
OCCURRENCE OF ROOT-LESION NEMATODES IN CENTRAL QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA 
N.A. Robinson, J.G. Sheedy, T.G. Clewett, M. Conway and J.P. Thompson 
 
SPONGOSPORA SUBTERRANEA ROOT INFECTION ASSESSED IN SIX POTATO CULTIVARS FOR RELATIVE 
SUSCEPTIBILITY TO POWDERY SCAB 
A. Agarwal, T.J. Wiechel, F. Richardson, D. Auer and R.F. de Boer 
 
EVALUATING SALICYLIC ACID TO INDUCE PLANT INNATE IMMUNITY AGAINST SPONGOSPORA 
SUBTERRANEA ROOT INFECTION OF POTATO 
J.T. Lamattina, A. Agarwal, J. Rookes, R. F. de Boer, D. Auer and T.J. Wiechel 
 
SESSION 4 - BIO-CONTROL 
 
A SIMULATORY STUDY LINKING CELLULASE ACTIVITIES BY ENDOPHYTIC BIOCONTROL AGENTS 
TO THEIR COLONIZATION EXTENT 20 
H.S. Yoo and A.S.Y. Ting 
ENDOPHYTIC ACTINOBACTERIA THAT ENHANCE RHIZOBIAL FUNCTION AND CONTROL 
ROOT DISEASES IN LUCERNE 
X.H. Le, C.M.M. Franco and R. Ballard 
 
BIOCONTROL OF WHEAT TAKE-ALL: SEED COATING WITH A FOCUS ON TRICHODERMA 
D. Bienkowski, E. Hicks, M. Braithwaite and R.E. Falloon 
 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF PASTURE BARE-PATCH DISEASE WITH TRICHODERMA BIO-INOCULANTS 
D.R.W. Kandula, A. Stewart, E. Duerr, J.G. Hampton and D. Gale 
 
BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF ONION WHITE ROT USING TRICHODERMA ENRICHED COMPOSTS 
D.A. Metcalf, C.R. Wilson, J.C. Dennis and T. Groom 
 
RHIZOSPHERE COMPETENCE IN TRICHODERMA SPECIES 
N. Cripps-Guazzone, E.E. Jones, L.M. Condron, R. Hill, A. Stewart and H.J. Ridgway 
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SESSION 5 - MANAGEMENT OF SOILBORNE DISEASES OF CEREALS - DAVID ROGET REMEMBERED 
 
MANAGEMENT OF TAKE-ALL IN WHEAT 
Matthew G. Cromey, S.L. Bithell, S.F. Chng, R.F. van Toor and A.C. McKay 
 
AGRONOMIC MANAGEMENT OF SOIL-BORNE DISEASES 
John Kirkegaard 
 
PLANT RESISTANCE TO SOILBORNE DISEASES 
Karam Singh 
 
MOLECULAR APPROACH TO MICROBIAL ECOLOGY UNRAVELS SOILBORNE DISEASE SUPPRESSIVE 
COMMUNITIES 
Vadakattu V.S.R. Gupta, C.R. Penton, J.M. Tiedje, P. Greenfield, S.N. Neate, M. Gillings, K. Ophel-Keller, P. 
Harvey and D.K. Roget 
 
SESSION 6 - IPM/CULTURAL CONTROL 
 
KEYNOTE: SOIL-BORNE DISEASES OF POTATO: EPIDEMIOLOGY, PREDICTION AND MANAGEMENT 
Alison K. Lees, J.L. Brierley, V.C. Blokand R. Neilson 
 
SOILBORNE DISEASES IN SEED POTATO CERTIFICATION 
N.S. Crump 
 
GENETIC, GENOMIC AND BIOLOGICAL CONTROL STRATEGIES TO MANAGE FUSARIUM CROWN ROT OF 
WHEAT 
K. Kazan, D.M. Gardiner, F. Obanor, M.M. Roper, P. Harvey 
 
USE OF VEGETATED GROUNDCOVERS CAN SUPPRESS PANAMA DISEASE IN BANANAS 
A.B. Pattison, T.L. Kukulies, E. Rames, W. O’Neill, J.A. Cobon, C. Wright and A. Molina 
 
SESSION 7 - RESISTANCE AND CHEMICAL CONTROL 
 
ENHANCING RESISTANCE TO SOILBORNE PATHOGENS OF SUGARCANE THROUGH INTROGRESSION 
BREEDING 
S.A. Bhuiyan, B.J. Croft, P. Jackson, G.R. Stirling, R. Magarey, E. Wong and J. Bull 
 
RESISTANCE AND TOLERANCE OF CEREAL CULTIVARS TO ROOT LESION NEMATODE PRATYLENCHUS 
NEGLECTUS AND P. THORNEI IN SOUTH-EASTERN AUSTRALIA 
A. McKay, K. Linsell, R. Davey, J. Fanning, P. Bogacki, B. Gogel and G. Hollaway 
 
CRITICAL CHALLENGES FOR THE PHASE-OUT OF METHYL BROMIDE IN THE AUSTRALIAN STRAWBERRY 
INDUSTRY 
S. Mattner, I. Porter, P. Merriman and M. Milinkovic 
 
NATIONAL STRAWBERRY INDUSTRY THREATENED 
P. Merriman, S. Mattner G. Weda and M. Milinkovic 
 
THE IMPACT OF METHYL BROMIDE PHASE OUT ON NEW TECHNOLOGIES FOR CONTROL OF SOILBORNE 
DISEASES, BIOSECURITY AND THE OZONE LAYER 
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I.J. Porter, S.W. Mattner and D.A.Riches 
 
POSTER SESSION 2  
 
COMBINING MICROBIAL ENEMIES FOR ENHANCED CONTROL OF ROOT LESION NEMATODES 
K. Crampton, E. Adorada, C. Lisle, M. Hodda and G. Ash 
 
INFLUENCE OF ELEVATED SOIL SULPHUR, ZINC AND IRON AND A FUNGICIDE ON POWDERY SCAB DISEASE 
AND YIELD OF TWO POTATO CULTIVARS: A FIVE YEAR STUDY 
T.J. Wiechel, A. Agarwal, D.P.F. Auer, F. Richardson, M. Wardzynski, J. Edwards and R.F. de Boer 
 
EFFICACY OF SOIL AMENDMENT TO CONTROL VERTICULLIUM WILT DISEASE 
V.N. Dharjono, N.S. Crump, T. Wiechel and P.W.J. Taylor 
 
UREA IN COMBINATION WITH BURIAL REDUCES THE PRODUCTION OF PSEUDOTHECIA ON LEPTOSPHAERIA 
MACULANS INFECTED STUBBLE 
S. Lob, H.J. Ridgway, S.A. Wakelin, M.V. Jaspers and E.E. Jones 
 
MARKER-ASSISTED SELECTION OF BACTERIAL BIO-CONTROL AGENTS FOR THE CONTROL OF SCLEROTINIA 
DISEASES 
M.M. Kamal, K.D. Lindbeck, S. Savocchia, G.J. Ash and B.B. McSpadden Gardener 
 
RECAPTURED QUARANTINE METHYL BROMIDE: AN ALTERNATIVE TO METHYL BROMIDE FOR SOIL 
DISINFESTATION? 
S. Mattner, I. Porter, J. Falco and W. Grullemans 
 
YIELD AND QUALITY EFFECTS OF POTATO FROM MELOIDOGYNE FALLAX 
M. Rettke, B.H. Hall and G. Walker 
 
DEVELOPING BIOCONTROL AGENTS AGAINST FUSARIUM CROWN ROT IN WHEAT 
M.M. Roper, K. Kazan, P.R. Harvey, F. Obanor, R. Poels, C.A. Myers, R. Warren, B. Stummer and R. Sabburg 
 
BIODISCOVERY OF ANTIMICROBIAL COMPOUNDS FROM PLANT GROWTH-PROMOTING RHIZOBACTERIA 
(PGPR) AND THEIR ROLE AGAINST PHYTOPHTHORA CINNAMOMI 
A.R. Rosli, L. Carvalhais, Z. Khalil, R. Capon and P.M. Schenk 
 
EVIDENCE OF BIOLOGICAL SUPPRESSION OF PRATYLENCHUS THORNEI IN THE NORTHERN GRAIN REGION 
OF AUSTRALIA 
N.P. Seymour, G.R. Stirling and Y. Li 
 
TIME OF PLANTING WHEAT CAN MODIFY YIELD LOSS FROM ROOT-LESION NEMATODE (PRATYLENCHUS 
THORNEI) IN SUB-TROPICAL AUSTRALIA 
J.P. Thompson, T.G. Clewett and M.M. O’Reilly 
 
YIELD LOSSES IN WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CEREAL CROPS CAUSED BY ROOT LESION NEMATODES 
C.J. Wilkinson and S.J. Collins 
 
SESSION 8 - DISEASE SUPPRESSION 
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METABOLOMIC APPROACHES FOR THE DISCRIMINATION OF DISEASE SUPPRESSIVE SOILS FOR 
RHIZOCTONIA SOLANI AG8 
H.L. Hayden, S. Rochfort, V. Ezernieks and P.M. Mele 
 
INTERACTION BETWEEN ROOTSTOCK CULTIVAR AND AMF SPECIES INFLUENCES SUSCEPTIBILITY TO 
ILYONECTRIA SPP. INFECTION 
E.E. Jones, S.E.H. Hammond, D.S. Brown, C. Blond and H.J. Ridgway 
 
FREE LIVING NEMATODES AS INDICATORS OF THE BIOLOGICAL STATUS OF AUSTRALIAN CEREAL SOILS 
K. Linsell, A. Stirling, D. Hartley, Herdina, A. Cheshire, J. Nobbs, A. McKay, G. Stirling and K. OphelKeller 
 
BIOLOGICAL SUPPRESSION OF PRATYLENCHUS NEGLECTUS AND P. THORNEI IN WESTERN AUSTRALIAN AND 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN GRAIN-GROWING SOILS 
G.R. Stirling, K. Linsell and L. Martin 
 
MICROBIAL SUPPRESSION OF RHIZOCTONIA ROOT ROT OF WHEAT 
S.J. Barnett, S. Zhao, R. Ballard and C. Franco 
 
PUTATIVE SUPPRESSION OF COMMON SCAB OF POTATO IN A NATURAL FIELD SOIL 
D.P.F. Auer, T.J Wiechel, D. Johnston-Monje, J.M. Park, G. Lazarovits and R. de Boer 
 
SESSION 9 - PATHOGEN ECOLOGY AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
 
PLANT-SOIL INTERACTIONS COULD CONTRIBUTE TO DIEBACK IN A WIDESPREAD INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT, 
PARKINSONIA ACULEATA 
A.K.H. Raghavendra, P.H. Thrall, A. Bissett, T. Steinrucken and R.D. van Klinken 
 
DELAYING SPONGOSPORA INDUCED ROOT INFECTION IN POTATO ROOTS BY ALTERING INOCULATION 
DATES AND CHEMICAL TREATMENT 
T. Thangavel, R.S. Tegg and C.R. Wilson 
 
SOILBORNE DISEASE POTENTIAL IN VICTORIAN POTATO FIELDS 
T.J. Wiechel, N.S. Crump, A. McKay and K. OphelKeller 
 
IDENTIFICATION AND CHARACTERISATION OF GENETIC MARKERS IN PULSE CROPS THAT PROMOTE DISEASE 
RESISTANCE WITHOUT COMPROMISING SYMBIOTIC INTERACTIONS 
J.M. Plett, K.L. Plett, J.R. Powell and I.C. Anderson 
 
INVESTIGATING THE BIOLOGY, EPIDEMIOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT OF NEOCOSMOSPORA ROOT ROT OF 
PEANUT IN AUSTRALIA 
K.M. Wenham, V.J. Galea, M.J. Ryley, G. Wright and W. Bryden. 
 
MANAGEMENT PRACTICES INFLUENCE RHIZOCTONIA SOLANI AG8 INOCULUM AND DISEASE IMPACTS IN 
CEREAL CROPS 
V.V.S.R. Gupta, A. McKay, K. Ophel-Keller, J. Kirkegaard, N. Wilhelm and D.K. Roget 
 
SESSION 10 - DIAGNOSTICS AND RISK MANAGEMENT 
 
INTRASPECIFIC VARIATION AMONG ISOLATES OF PYTHIOGETON RAMOSUM ISOLATED FROM SOFT ROT 
DISEASE GINGER IN QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA 
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D.P. Le, M.K. Smith and E.A.B. Aitken 
 
ADDITION OF STUBBLE TO PREDICTA B SOIL SAMPLES ENHANCES THE DETECTION OF CROWN ROT 
S.A. Rowe and A. McKay 
 
CONTRIBUTION OF SPATIAL ANALYSIS TO UNDERSTANDING RISK AND MORTALITY IN ACACIA MANGIUM IN 
CENTRAL SUMATRA 
A. Nawari, M.A. Hardie, C. Mohammed, D. Mendham, M. Glen, M.P. Periasamy and A.Gafur 
 
IDENTIFICATION OF FUNGAL PATHOGENS ASSOCIATED WITH SLOW PLANT LOSS AFTER SINGLE HARVEST 
(SPLASH) SYNDROME IN PYRETHRUM FIELDS OF TASMANIA 
A. Moslemi, T. Groom and P.W.J. Taylor 
 
PRE-SOWING PRATYLENCHUS THORNEI DENSITY CAN BE USED TO DETERMINE YIELD LOSS RISK 
IN CEREAL CROPS GROWN IN VICTORIA 
J. Fanning, A. McKay, C. Forknall, and G. Hollaway 
 
 

 

Fig 1: Group photo from the 8th Australasian Soilborne Diseases Symposium (8ASDS), November 2014 at 
The Hobart Function and Conference Centre Tasmania, Australia 
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INDUSTRY WORKSHOP 

The industry workshop was held on the morning of Friday 14th November at the Forthside Vegetable 
research Farm (Fig 2.).  

Presentations were given by the two international speakers to an audience of around 30-40 industry 
representatives.  

The presentations were followed with a question session, and then lunch provided during which further 
interaction with the international guests was encouraged. Prof Subbarao was interviewed by AUSVEG 
representatives and featured within the following Vegetable Australia magazine highlighting his work 
managing Verticullium dahliae and Sclerotinia in brassica and lettuce crops, in particular about how 
changing farm management systems has altered disease incidence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 2: Invitation letter to Industry Workshop 

A copy of slides of these two presentations are provided here.  
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Dr Alison Lee’s Presentation at Industry Workshop 
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Dr Krishna Subbarao’s presentation at Industry Workshop 
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CONCLUSION 

The ASDS8 conference was a success. Informal feedback from participants and invited speakers 
praised the quality of the meeting and the opportunities it raised. 

 

The invited speakers were well received by both the scientific community and industry at the 
workshop. In particular, Prof Subbarao’s presentation on the limitations of biofumigants, but 
success with changes in farming systems was illuminating given current interest in biofumigants. 
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TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE PAPERS 
 

The ASDS8 conference featured 50 oral and 24 poster presentations relating to soil-borne disease (see 
attached program). 

 

INDUSTRY & MEDIA PUBLICATIONS 
 

Two articles about the keynote speaker featured within Vegetables Australia and Potatoes Australia.  

One article interviewed Prof. Krishna Subbarao (UC Davis, USA) and focussed on his work with Verticillium 
dahliae and Sclerotinia spp. in Californian vegetable production systems. These diseases are very topical for 
Australian producers. His outcomes highlighted how changes in farming systems had dramatic effects on 
disease incidence.  

The other article interviewed Dr Alison Lees, and focussed on her insights into potato diseases, and 
collaborations with Australian researchers within the APRP#2 program. 

• “International research on show in Tasmania”.  Vegetables Australia Jan/Feb 2015: 38-39. 
• “International researcher shares knowledge with Tassie growers”. Potatoes Australia Dec/Jan 2015: 

18-19 

 

Interviews during the conference by Dr Calum Wilson and Prof Subbarao were featured on radio during the 
ABC country hour. 

 

An article on the ASDS conference appeared in the Tasmanian Country newspaper featuring interviews 
from Dr Jason Scott, Dr Robert Tegg and prof Krishna Subbarao. 

 

INDUSTRY & PEER PRESENTATIONS 
 

The industry workshop held at the Forthside Research Farm provided an opportunity for the Tasmanian 
vegetable sector to engage with the key note speakers. 

The workshop featured presentations from both speakers followed by a formal question time and lunch 
with informal discussions. 
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PROJECT RECOMENDATIONS 

The ASDS meetings are of critical importance to Australian horticulture. they provides one of the few 
opportunities for Australasian specialists in soil-borne disease to meet and discuss the latest 
developments in this field. There are many unanswered questions relating to control of soil-borne 
disease. This is reflected in the proportion of R, D&E projects in this area. With diminishing resources 
invested in soil-borne disease research it is imperative that those active in the area share information 
and form collaborations to use these resources in the most efficient manner. ASDS provide a perfect 
venue for such developments. 

 

We recommend HIA consider sponsorship opportunities for future iterations of this important meeting 
(the next to be held in Hamner Springs, New Zealand) 
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