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The following checklist can be used to identify the strengths and

M
weaknesses of your farm biosecurity activities.
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The checklist provides options to assess
yourself and your business against different
levels of a set of biosecurity practices, from
baseline activities to above industry standard.
This level system allows for you to incrementally
improve your biosecurity preparedness over
time as necessary, practical and affordable.

By completing this self-assessment checklist
you can quickly establish where current
practices are working well to keep weeds,
pests and diseases off your farm, and where
improvements are needed.

The checklist will also help you to prioritise areas
for improvement and can be used to plan and
implement your on-farm biosecurity activities.

It should be revisited and updated as part of your
annual farm planning activities to ensure that
your day to day farm activities reflect the highest
practical level of biosecurity preparedness.

Completion of this checklist is not compulsory
and, except where stated, is not a legal
requirement. Completion is therefore for the
benefit of you as a grower in self-assessing your
biosecurity preparedness activities.

Consider including the checklist as part of your
QA reporting to demonstrate your compliance
with good farm management principles.

Levels of biosecurity
practice

In collaboration with Onions Australia, four levels
of biosecurity practice have been developed:

L1. Baseline — minimal biosecurity practices
are used and are below industry standard.
Improvements should be made to minimise risks.

L2. Industry standard — biosecurity practices
that reduce the risk of introducing new pests
and diseases to a property are in use, however
improvements could be made.

L3. Above industry standard - high level
biosecurity practices that are consistently
applied to minimise the risk of introducing new
pests to, or spreading pests within, a property.

LR Legal requirement — in some cases there are
legal requirements which must be met before
best practice management is considered. Any
legal requirements must be met.

Copies of this checklist can be

downloaded from onionsaustralia.org.au
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